
OSAA Softball SRI Bulletin # 1 

Fellow Umpires and Administrators,  

Welcome to the 2023 softball season. I hope you are getting through the Oregon State Athletic 
Association high school registration, and testing process. You must complete the annual OSAA 
concussion awareness training, along with the new Interrupting and Preventing Discriminatory Acts 
training, both are done on-line.  

Here are just a few reminders to get started with the season ahead.  

1. Check your uniforms and protective equipment. These must be in good working condition to 
help protect you and look sharp. We always want to put our best foot forward when arriving at 
a game site. Proper fitting uniform and protective equipment is a great first impression.  

2. Know your rules and mechanics before they are tested during a game situation. Study the book 
of rules and mechanics often. We all need reminders after the off-season.  

3. Pre-arrange a meeting time and place with your partners before game day. This is a good way to 
be sure you’re on time for the contest as an officiating team.  

4. Run ahead rules. If a 15‐run score differential occurs at the completion of three full innings or a 
10‐run score differential occurs at the completion of five full innings, or anytime thereafter, the 
game shall be terminated and considered a completed game. 

5. Tiebreaker at the top of the 10th inning. Ninth player due up in the 10th inning on second base.  

Rule change reminders:  

1-4-1: Removes the number of color restrictions on a glove, including laces and seams, and does not 
allow any panels of the glove to match the color of the ball.  

Rationale: Gloves and mitts are manufactured in variety of designs and multiple colors. As long as the 
color of the ball is not one of the colors used, does not have markings that give the appearance of the 
ball or are made in a manner that is judged distracting by the umpire it is permitted for use in NFHS 
Softball.  

2-20-1g: A fair ball is a batted ball that while over fair territory, an offensive player interferes with a 
defensive player attempting to field a batted ball. 

Rationale: The ball’s status is determined at the point of interference. If an offensive player interferes 
with the defensive player while the ball is in fair territory, the ball is dead. Adding this language to the 
definition section mirrors the foul ball definition in  

Rule 2-25-1e. 3-2-12, 3-6-11: Removes language prohibiting the wearing of jewelry.  

Rationale: Removing the language prohibiting jewelry places the softball rules in line with other NFHS 
sports that have removed the restriction. Umpires still have the authority to rule on anything that is 
considered a distraction or increases risk to any player.  

4-2-1: Defines the protocol for when a fair batted ball clears the home run fence to end the game. All 
runs are allowed to score before the game is terminated.  



Rationale: Allows for all runs to be counted when a fair batted ball clears the home run fence to end the 
game. All runs scored by virtue of the home run will be included in individual and team statistics. 

8-2-7: New language clarifies batter-runner interference on a fly ball over foul territory. 

Rationale: This has always been the enforcement but was not listed in the section covering batter 
runner. The language is consistent with the rule covering interference on an initial play on a fair-batted 
ball and aligns with  

Rule 8-6-10. 2023 SOFTBALL EDITORIAL CHANGES 2-25-1e, 7-1-2 PENALTY 1, 7-4-1, 7-4-11, 8-1-1 
EFFECTS 2, 8-4-3d 

2023 SOFTBALL POINTS OF EMPHASIS 1. Time Between Innings 2. Jewelry and Electronic Communication 
3. Sportsmanship 4. Comparable Drying Agents 

Try to stay out of the rain this spring. Have fun and good luck with your season.  

Any questions or concerns, please email or call me.  

Thank you, John Christensen 
OSAA SB SRI 
541-499-9756 
 

 


