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How to find information in the OSAA Handbook

The first section of the OSAA Handbook includes a Table of Contents to the entire publication. The
Cheerleading, Dance and Drill, Music and Speech Handbooks have been removed from this publication.
These handbooks can be found on their respective activities pages of the OSAA website. Wording that
has been changed from previous years is indicated by bold italic lettering. Linked references to other
sections are shaded and Questions and Answers are shaded.




OSAA Mission Statement

The mission of the OSAA is to serve member schools by providing leadership and state coordination for the
conduct of interscholastic activities, which will enrich the educational experiences of high school students. The
OSAA will work to promote interscholastic activities that provide equitable participation opportunities, positive
recognition and learning experiences to students, while enhancing the achievement of educational goals.

Non-Discrimination Policy
(Executive Board Policies, Revised July 2019)

A. The Oregon School Activities Association does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, national origin, marital status, age or disability in the performance of its authorized functions, and
encourages its member schools, school personnel, participants and spectators to adopt and follow the same
policy.

B. A claim of discrimination against a member school shall be brought directly to the member school of concern.

C. Any party that believes he/she has been subjected to an incident involving discrimination or discriminatory
harassment at an OSAA sanctioned event, may submit a written complaint through the online complaint
process proved on the OSAA website (Complaint Form). When the coaches, players students, staff or
spectators of any members school engage in discriminatory behaviors, or act in a manner disruptive to the
school environment, or cause disorder or infliction of damage to persons or property in connection with any
festival, meet, contest or championship sanctioned by the Association, the Executive Board may treat such
acts as a violation by the school of the Rules of the Association. See Rule 3, “Contests — Sportsmanship — Crowd
Control” for additional information.

OSAA Sportsmanship Statement

Interscholastic activities are an integral part of the educational curriculum and experience. High school activities
promote the character development of participants, enhance the educational mission and promote civility in
society. Therefore, student-athletes, coaches, spectators and all others associated with high school activities
programs and events should adhere to the fundamental values of respect, fairness, honesty and responsibility.
These values should be established as a priority among all OSAA member high schools.

It is the responsibility of each member high school to establish policies for sportsmanship and ethical conduct
consistent with the educational mission and goals of that school and to continually educate students, coaches,
teachers, parents and all involved about those policies.
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MAJOR OSAA RULE CHANGES FOR THE 2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR

These changes either were implemented during the 2022-23 school year or are new for the 2023-24 school year.

CONSTITUTION (Articles and Rules)

FULL MEMBERSHIP DUES. Increases full membership school dues, per a recommendation from the Budget Committee,
$250 each year during a three-year period beginning with the 2023-24 school year. Also increases the per activity fee
$10 a year during the same three-year period. (Article 3.3.1. (a) — Dues, Full Membership Dues; December 2022 EB
Meeting)

EXECUTIVE BOARD - QUALIFICATIONS. Adjusts previous restriction of having no more than one individual from the
same school district serving on the Executive Board. Language now specifies that no two elected individuals from the
same school district may serve concurrently. Allows flexibility for the Board when making appointments. (Article 5.2.1.
— Executive Board - Qualifications; October 2022 DA Meeting)

BUDGET COMMITTEE — COMPOSITION AND TERM. Modifies the terms and composition of the Budget Committee to
align with other standing committees of the Association. (Article 9.9. — Budget Committee; October 2022 DA Meeting)

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE — CHARGE AND COMPOSITION. Broadens the previously
named Equity and Diversity Advisory Committee to include the Inclusion Committee in a joint effort to ensure an
inclusive environment for all students. Adjusts composition by increasing the size of the group, specifically designating
representative members. (Article 9.10. — Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Advisory Committee; April 2023 DA Meeting)

ASSOCIATION SPORTS/ACTIVITIES. Added Girls Wrestling as a sanctioned OSAA sport beginning with the 2023-24
school year. (Rule 6. — Association Sports/Activities; April 2023 DA Meeting)

AWARDS — NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS (NIL). Clarifies Association policy regarding name, image, and likeness (NIL),
specifically delineating what is allowed and prohibited related to NIL activities. (Rule 8.4. — Awards; October 2022 DA
Meeting)

BOARD POLICIES

ADDING A NEW SPORT/ACTIVITY. Amends the process for schools adding a new sport/activity after the Board’s
seasonal adoption of specific regular and/or special districts. (BP — Adding a New Sport/Activity; September 2022 EB
Meeting)

CERTIFICATION — ATHLETIC DIRECTORS AND COACHES. Provides additional option for new coaches and athletic
directors to meet certification requirements. The one-time requirement for an Interscholastic Coaching Course prior to
assuming coaching duties can now be met by the new OSAA Beyond the Scoreboard online course or the NFHS
Fundamentals of Coaching course. (BP — Certification — Athletic Directors and Coaches; May 2023 EB Meeting)

ENDOWMENT GAMES. Amends the ticket prices charged for Endowment Games to $8 for adults and $5 for students.
Allows tennis and golf to participate in Endowment Games. Relaxes the deadline for submitting an Endowment Game
application. (BP — Endowment Games; September 2022 EB Meeting)

MEDIA CREDENTIALING. Outlines Association policy on credentialing media, including details on who will and will not
receive credentials. Also stipulates that OSAA maintains sole discretion to issue or revoke a media pass. (BP — Media
Credentialing; December 2022 EB Meeting)

OFFICIALS — CERTIFIED REQUIREMENT. Updated pay rate for certified officials working a contest solo. (Officials —
Certified Requirement; October 2022 DA Meeting)

STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS — RANKINGS. Updates deadline dates for adding a contest vs. a team more than one

classification away and adding a contest after a certain date. Clarifies that 1A-6 football league champions must be
ranked in the top 12 of the final frozen rankings to receive a home game in their first state playoff contest. (BP — State
Championships — Rankings; July 2023 EB Summer Workshop)
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PARTICIPATION LIMITATIONS
e JAMBOREES. Changes limits to now allow students in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, softball, and volleyball to
participate in more than one jamboree at more than one level provided they don’t exceed current participation
limitations on innings, minutes, snaps, sets, etc. (May 2023 EB Meeting)

e FOOTBALL. Aligns 5A students with 4A, 3A, 2A, 1A students in allowing six quarters of participation in a week provided
there are a minimum of 48 hours between contests. (May 2023 EB Meeting)

e  WRESTLING. Aligned boys and girls wrestling participation limitations. Adjusted maximum number of matches
allowed in a day from five to six per a change in NFHS rules. (July 2023 EB Summer Workshop)

FORMS MODIFICATIONS
e  PRE-PARTICIPATION PHYSICAL EXAM FORM. The State Board of Education updated the Pre-Participation Physical Exam
Form, effective May 2023. Medical providers conducting physicals after May 1, 2023, and prior to May 1, 2024, may use
either the form dated May 2017, or the form dated April 2023. On or after May 1, 2024, medical providers must use the
form dated April 2023. The updated form is now available in the following languages: English, Spanish, Vietnamese,
Chinese, Russian, Arabic, Chuukese, Japanese, Somali, Ukrainian, Marshallese, Swalhili.

e UPDATES. Existing forms have been modified to make them consistent with the changes specified above. The actual
forms are no longer housed in the Handbook but have direct links at: www.osaa.org/governance/forms.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES HANDBOOKS
e UPDATES. Activity specific changes have been made to the Band/Orchestra, Cheerleading, Choir, Dance/Drill, Solo
Music, and Speech Handbooks.

SPORT-SPECIFIC CHANGES
e BASKETBALL SHOT CLOCK. Adopted use of :35 second shot clock in boys and girls basketball at all classifications
starting with the 2023-24 school year. Use of the shot clock is required for varsity contests and allowed, but not
required, at sub-varsity contests. (September 2022 EB Meeting)

OFFICIALS FEES
e  OFFICIALS FEE SCHEDULE. Adopted Officials Fee Schedule for 2023-25 based on recommendations from Fee Review
Committee. Includes raising game fees, aligning officials’ mileage rate with IRS rate, increasing minimum mileage, etc.
with a goal of helping with recruitment/retention of officials statewide. (Officials Fee Schedule; October 2022 DA
Meeting)

OTHER
e MILEAGE RATES. Adopted mileage reimbursement rates for Officials/Staff (100% of the IRS rate) and meeting
attendees (70% of the IRS rate). (May 2023 EB Meeting)

e BUDGET COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS. Adopted Budget Committee recommendations, including increasing
total annual playoff travel reimbursement from $800,000 to $825,000 and increasing event management
reimbursement from $20 to $25 per position. (May 2023 EB Meeting)

e QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. Added, and updated, Questions and Answers throughout the Handbook.
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Office Hours: Monday — Friday 7:30am — 4pm
Summer: Monday — Thursday 7am - 4:30pm, Closed Friday

STAFF
Peter Weber, Executive Director
email: peterw@osaa.org

Kyle Stanfield, Chief Operating Officer
email: kyles@osaa.org

Kris Welch, Assistant Executive Director
email: krisw@osaa.org

Monica Maxwell, Assistant Executive Director
email: monicam@osaa.org

Kelly Foster, Assistant Executive Director
email: kellyf@osaa.org

Missy Smith, Assistant Executive Director
email: missys@osaa.org

Candy Posey, Business Operations Manager
email: candyp@osaa.org

x231

x239

x230

X229

x233

x227

X225

Steve Walker, Sports Information Director
email: stevew@osaa.org

Chris Burkhardt, Associate Director

email: chrisb@osaa.org

Gibby Reynolds, IT Systems Administrator
email: gibbyr@osaa.org

Heidi Lopez, Administrative Assistant

email: heidil@osaa.org

Kathi Fetch, Administrative Assistant

email: kathif@osaa.org

Randi Davis, Administrative Assistant
email: randid@osaa.org

Jack McFarland, OSAA Sports Properties
Email: jack@osaasp.com

Connor Heintz, OSAA Sports Properties
Email: connor@osaasp.com

OSAA STAFF AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Activities Calendar

Adding a Sport / Activity

Awards Programs

Band / Orchestra

Baseball

Basketball

Accounts Payable / Receivable / Insurance
Budget and Finance

Championship Information
Cheerleading

Choir

Classification of Schools / ADM
Cooperative / Collective Sponsorships
Corporate Sponsorships

Cross Country

Dance and Drill

Disputes / Protests Involving Schools
District Meet Information

Eligibility Questions

Endowment Games / OSAA Foundation
Executive Board / Delegate Assembly
Football

Golf

Hardships

Interpretation of Rules

Legal Questions

Marketing

Kyle
Kelly

Randi/Chris
Monica

Kris

Monica

Candy

Peter / Candy / Kyle

Kathi
Kelly
Kelly

Kyle
Kelly

Jack / Connor

Kelly

Missy
Peter

Kathi

Executive Staff

Kyle

Peter / Heidi

Kris

Missy
Peter

Executive Staff

Peter

Chris / Kyle
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Media

Meeting Arrangements
Merchandise Sales
Officials / Registration
Handbooks / Plan Books
Programs

Publicity, News Releases
Rules Book Orders
Sanctioning

School Reimbursement
Soccer

Softball

Solo Music

Special Districts

Speech and Debate
Sportsmanship

State Legislature
Swimming

Tennis

Ticketing

Title IX / Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
Track and Field

Trophies and Medals
Violations

Volleyball

Website

Wrestling
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CONSTITUTION

The Oregon School Activities Association believes that interscholastic activities programs are essential to the education of
youth, and therefore are an integral part of the school curriculum. The values of high school activities and their impact
upon the lives of Americans are immeasurable. Not only do interscholastic activities benefit and directly influence
participants, but they also instill pride and unifying spirit among students, fans, schools, and communities throughout the
nation.

The public and non-public high schools of Oregon voluntarily agreed to form the Oregon School Activities Association for the
following purposes: (a) to formulate and make policies to promote high ideals of citizenship, fair competition, sportsmanship
and teamwork which will complement the member schools’ curriculum programs; (b) to foster uniformity to standards in
interscholastic activity competition; (c) to organize, develop, direct and regulate an interscholastic activity program which is
equitable and will guide and promote the health and physical welfare of all participants.

1. Article 1 — Name of Organization
1.1. This organization shall be known as the Oregon School Activities Association (OSAA).
2. Article 2 - Object and Authority of the Organization

2.1. Object. The object of the Association is to protect the interests of member schools and to regulate
interscholastic activities that involve member schools.

2.  Authority. The administration of rulings by the Executive Board shall be final, except for eligibility appeals.

2.

Q. Isthe Oregon School Activities Association a relatively new organization?
A. No. The Association has had a continuous existence since 1918.
Q
A

Is Oregon unique in having an organization to supervise the interscholastic programs of high schools?

No. All states in the United States and several of the Canadian provinces have organizations with a similar
objective. All states in the United States and several Canadian provinces have banded together and formed the
National Federation of State High School Associations with an executive office in Indianapolis, Indiana, that serves
the entire United States through its press service, publication of Rules Books, distribution of video materials and
in many other ways.

3. Article 3— Membership and Dues See Executive Board Policies, “Membership in the OSAA” for additional information.

3.1. Full Membership. (Membership Application — Full)

High schools within the State of Oregon, public or private, and high schools in bordering states that meet
additional requirements set forth by the Executive Board, are eligible for full membership in the Association if
they meet all the following qualifications:

3.1.1. Subscribe tothe Articles, Rules, Executive Board Policies, Executive Board Interpretations, Participation
Limitations, Sports Seasons, Plan Books and Officials Fees (collectively, the Regulations) of the
Association.

3.1.2.  Annually certify to the OSAA that its policies and practices are in compliance with all federal and state laws
and regulations with regard to non-discrimination.

3.1.3. Paygeneral membership dues and participation fees annually as established by the Executive Board.
3.1.4. Offer a comprehensive curriculum, which meets Oregon graduation requirements.

3.1.5. Serve a minimum of 10 students in grades 9-12 or 10-12. A school with fewer than 10 students may
be eligible for Associate Membership.

3.1.6. Participate in at least one OSAA Activity each season, per gender to be eligible for OSAA state
championship events. Single gender schools would be exempt from this rule as long as they participate
in at least one activity per season. Schools may appeal this rule to the Executive Director based on:

(a) Good faith intent to participate in at least one OSAA Activity each season, per gender.

(b) Tradition of offering at least one OSAA Activity each season, per gender.
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(c) Demonstrated inability to co-op activities with neighboring schools.
(d) A submitted and approved plan for growth, addition, or reinstatement of programs.
Schools may appeal the Executive Director’s decision to the OSAA Executive Board.

3.1.7. Participate only against schools that are members of the OSAA or schools that are members of the
member associations of the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) if the activity
is sponsored by the OSAA unless an exception is granted in writing by the Executive Director.

3.1.8. Assure that no financial assistance will be provided on the basis of a student's potential or participation
in OSAA-sanctioned activities. Need-based financial assistance will be based on an evaluation of
information provided from an outside agency approved by the Executive Director.

3.1.9. Verify that if tuition is charged, it must be paid by the student’s parent or other family member. If the
student’s parent or other family member secures a loan for payment of the student’s tuition, it must
remain an obligation of the student’s parent or other family member to repay the principal and interest
in full.

Definition of Parent and Family Member. For the purposes of this article, "parent" means the student’s
custodial parent, non-custodial parent, foster parent, or parent-in-law. For purposes of this article,
"family member" means spouse, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, or grandparents.

3.1.10. Allow Association use of the school’s name, mascot and other identifying marks in Association-related
activities including, but not limited to, television, promotion, licensing, and merchandising programs.

EXCEPTION: Schools for which application of these rules is inappropriate may apply to the Executive
Board for an exemption from one or more of the qualifications by providing written justification for
the exemption with the “Membership Application — Full.”

How will initial eligibility for postseason play be determined each year?
Initial postseason eligibility will be based on the previous year’s participation.

If a school starts the year as a Full Member and is unable to participate by gender in one season, how will it affect
the other seasons?

By rule, the school would be ineligible for OSAA state championship events in all activities for the remainder of
the Association Year, subject to an appeal as provided in Article 3.1.6.

If a school starts the year as a Full Member and is declared ineligible for OSAA state championship events, may
they still participate in other activities?

Yes, a school may still participate in all regular season contests in all activities and must still follow all other rules
and regulations of the OSAA.

How does a school certify its compliance with Article 3.1.2?

Each school will certify its compliance with this rule on the invoice provided annually by OSAA. This self-
certification will constitute the school’s representation that its policies and practices comply with all federal and
state laws and regulations or are legally exempt from some or all such laws and regulations with regard to non-
discrimination.

Associate Membership. (Membership Application — Associate)

A private school, charter school or alternative school may be granted Associate membership if it meets the
requirements of Article 3.1. other than Articles 3.1.5., 3.1.6. and 3.1.7. Associate member schools may not
enter teams or individuals in OSAA events except as provided in Rule 8.5.1. (e).

Dues and Activity Fees.

3.3.1. The Executive Board shall establish procedures relative to payment of membership dues and speci