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           Feb 5, 2009 
 
To: OSAA Redistricting Committee 
 
Re: Attached Proposal 
 
On behalf of the Capital Conference of the 4A division, I would like to first start out by saying we 
believe the six classification structure the OSAA has used over the past few years has, overall, been 
a positive shift for the athletes of the state.  More schools and students have had an opportunity to 
compete and be successful on the state level.  While we understand it can create some hardships for 
districts not accustomed to travel, we believe that the benefits outweigh the costs and would like to 
see the OSAA maintain this structure.  To achieve this end we have put together a proposal for 
consideration, which we believe has addressed some of the issues presented over the past few 
years.  Several of the AD’s in our conference bring with them experience from other levels and other 
areas with geographic concerns.  We tried to use that experience to create a more statewide 
viewpoint encompassing as many of the concerns as we could.  We recognize that our proposal does 
not solve all the issues.  No proposal can.  Below you will see the criteria we used to develop our 
proposal: 
 
Issue #1: Competitive balance between public and private schools specifically at the lower divisions 
 
We addressed this concern by utilizing a private school multiplier (1.5).  We believe this multiplier will 
diminish the private school advantage at the lower classifications and allow public schools to be 
competitive again. 
 
Issue #2: Movement of schools within a four-year block 
 
This issue creates scheduling issues, championship issues, and league balance issues. With a little 
planning and foresight on the part of a school, many of these issues could be avoided.  We propose 
using a 5% margin around cutoff points.  A school falling within this margin could choose to play in 
either division.  The school could then take into consideration increasing/declining enrollment, 
competitive level, and geographic concern.  However, once the school has made the choice they 
must remain in that classification for the entire four year cycle; unless at any time, they fall outside the 
5% margin, at which point, they would be automatically reclassified by the OSAA executive board. 
 
Issue #3: Multiple-school districts 
 
We could not completely solve this issue, but by adjusting cut-off points and making some 
assumptions, we have lessened the impact.  Not knowing what the PIL is going to do made this 
exercise difficult. 
 
Issue #4: Travel/Lost class time 
 

 



Everyone defines excessive travel differently.  What is excessive to a valley school may be a normal 
trip for a school from the central or eastern part of the state.  Again, there is no way to satisfy all of 
these concerns, but we tried to organize the classifications and leagues in the most logical way we 
could.  We also would recommend a divisional structure in some of the leagues where travel still 
seems excessive.  We would also question some of the travel concerns we have heard based on the 
non-league schedules that some of the schools are playing. 
 
Issue #5: Competitive Balance/Geographic Concerns 
 
You will notice that we moved some schools for competitive balance and others were placed outside 
a regular ADM classification for geographic concerns.  We may not have addressed all these. 
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