
OSAA State Speech Championships 
Impromptu Topics - 2013 
 
Round I 
 
Speaker 1 
Consequences 
Should government regulate the size of soft drinks? 
The world's as ugly as sin, and almost as delightful - Frederick Locker-Lampson 
 
Speaker 2 
Security 
Should gun owners be licensed? 
It's better to be boldly decisive and risk being wrong than to agonize at length and be right too late. -  
    Marilyn Moats Kennedy 
 
Speaker 3 
Infinity 
Should there be a cap on the number of students in public school classrooms? 
There are two motives for reading a book.  One, that you enjoy it;  the other, that you can boast about it. 
    - Bertrand Russell 
 
Speaker 4 
Limitations 
Should learner's permits for driving be tied to academic performance for teenagers? 
Nothing endures but change.  Heraclitus 
 
Speaker 5 
Generous 
Should the compensation packages for CEOs be regulated by shareholders? 
Adversity makes a man wise, not rich. - Romanian Proverb 
 
 
Speaker 6 
Consolation 
Should the amount of violence on television be regulated? 
You can do anything, but not everything.  David Allen 
 
Speaker 7 
Regret 
Should marijuana be decriminalized? 
Money and success don't change people; they merely amplify what is already there. - Will Smith 
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Round II 
 
Speaker 1 
Diminish 
Should all states use vote by mail for elections? 
The constitution does not provide for first and second class citizens. - Wendell Willkie 
 
Speaker 2 
Facilitate 
Should all elections be publically funded? 
He who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; he who does not ask a question remains a fool forever. -  
   Chinese Proverb 
Speaker 3 
Principle 
Should the Senate eliminate the filibuster? 
Early to bed and early to rise -- till you get enough money to do otherwise. - Peter's Almanac 
 
Speaker 4 
Heroics 
Should the US have a balanced budget? 
It takes two to speak truth - One to speak, and another to hear. - Henry David Thoreau 
 
 
Speaker 5 
Criticism 
Should plastic bags be banned? 
There are two kinds of failures those who thought and never did, and those who did and never thought.  
    - Laurence J. Peter 
 
Speaker 6 
Inspiration 
Should Facebook do more to protect user privacy? 
You cannot be mad at somebody who makes you laugh - it's as simple as that. - Jay Leno 
 
 
Speaker 7 
Empathy 
Should cities devastated by natural disasters be allowed to rebuild in the same areas? 
Being on the tightrope is living; everything else is waiting. - Karl Wallenda 
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Semi-Finals 
 
Speaker 1 
Champion 
Should corporate political donations be public information? 
I like the dreams of the future better than the history of the past. - Thomas Jefferson 
 
 
Speaker 2 
Fanatic 
Should teacher evaluation include student input? 
I not only use all the brains that I have, but all that I can borrow. - Woodrow Wilson 
 
 
Speaker 3 
Lobbying 
Should immigration into the US be simplified? 
To believe with certainty we must begin with doubting. - Stanislaus Lescynski 
 
 
Speaker 4 
Consensus 
Should the US prohibit the use of antibiotics in animal feed? 
The highest of distinctions is service to others. - King George VI 
 
 
Speaker 5 
Severe 
Should the US invest more in space exploration? 
Life was made to be enjoyed as well as endured. - Unknown 
 
 
Speaker 6 
Perseverance 
Should college athletes be paid? 
What people say you cannot do, you try and find that you can. - Henry David Thoreau 
 
 
Speaker 7 
Invincible 
Should the US do more to conserve water? 
I am neither an optimist nor pessimist, but a possibilist. - Max Lerner 
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Finals 
 
Speaker 1 
Leverage 
Should the US raise the federal minimum wage? 
To love is nothing. To be loved is something. To love and be loved is everything. - Greek Proverb 
 
 
Speaker 2 
Optimism 
Should the US reduce military spending? 
Leaders must encourage their organizations to dance to forms of music yet to be heard. - Warren Bennis 
 
Speaker 3 
Momentum 
Should the US upgrade the energy grid? 
If you can't lick 'em, join 'em. - American Proverb 
 
Speaker 4 
Equality 
Should states privatize prisons? 
The most effective way to do it is to do it. Amelia Earhart 
 
Speaker 5 
Promise 
Should the US have armed guards in US public schools? 
Procrastination is like a credit card; it's a lot of fun until you get the bill.  Christopher Parker 
 
Speaker 6 
Support 
Should the US do more to combat childhood obesity? 
I do not want people to be agreeable, as it saves me the trouble of liking them.  Jane Austen 
 
Speaker 7 
Compromise 
Should the US launch a preemptive strike against North Korea? 
No one ever died from sleeping in an unmade bed.  Erma Bombeck 
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Extra Topics 
 
Cowardice 
Should the US establish a flat tax? 
No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.  Eleanor Roosevelt. 
 
 
Engaged 
Should the US do more to promote mass transit? 
A thief believes everybody steals. - E.W. Howe 
 


