December 9, 2016

OSAA Classification and Districting Committee
C/O Peter Weber
25200 SW Parkway Avenue, Suite 1
Wilsonville, OR 97070
Re: 5A Classification Equity Focused Proposal
We, the Superintendents of the Hillsboro and Forest Grove School Districts, respectfully
submit the following equity based classification proposal for consideration. This proposal’s
primary aim is to spread the statewide goal of educational equity onto the athletic fields
and courts of Oregon.
At the heart of this proposal is the goal of competitive league balance. It is NOT about
playoff berths or league championships, but the opportunity to give student-athletes and
their coaches the hope of being competitive in their respective league. It’s clearer now
more than ever that the demographics of a school - not just its’ total enrollment - is the
main predictor of their ability to compete.
We agree with the OSAA’s assertion that Athletics and Activities are incredibly important
and have a significant positive impact on the academic achievement of those students who
participate. Furthermore, when competition is truly competitive and balanced, it provides
student-athletes with an optimal zone for character development. Competitively balanced
environments also promote participation and optimizes safety. Unfortunately, our
experience has been that the current alignment does not maximize the OSAA’s assertion,
and doesn’t align with the value of equity in education in our state. In recent years, we have
witnessed a decrease in participation across athletics with a precipitous drop in football.
Our current alignment does not maximize equity, and therefore will continue to undermine
the very values that most of us would like to see our athletic environments provide.

It is for that reason we believe our proposal will be beneficial to not only our schools, but
other schools around the state. Our proposal makes slight changes to a few leagues using
an equity perspective. It also creates a new league that keeps all four Hillsboro schools
together, and adds the schools of Forest Grove, McMinnville, Newberg and Canby, which
are more aligned in size and demographics.
Our proposal includes optimal league sizes of eight schools. We believe that making leagues
with 10 or more schools is a disservice to equity for student-athletes, and undermines the
cohesion of adult leaders in the league. We feel there is value in non-league games, and
experiencing inter-league play with teams from different regions around the state.
We acknowledge that the limitations of our collective experiences do not allow us to have
as sharp of an equity lens over the smaller classification levels, and thus their league
alignments. It is for this reason that we left these current classifications unchanged.
It is our hope that the Classification Committee not only accepts this proposal, but also
considers the concept of creating new football divisions based on game results and
program numbers, rather than proximity or historical leagues. The football numbers at our
respective schools have plummeted over the past three years, and safety should be our
number one consideration in the creation of more equitable football levels.
Proposal Key Points:
●
●
●
●

5A Classification System For All Sports Except Football
League Alignments Increase Equity and Competitive Balance
New West Metro League Added at 5A Level
Differentiated Football Levels Plan To Improve Competitive Balance/Safety

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Scott
Hillsboro Superintendent

Yvonne Curtis
Forest Grove School District

5A Classification - 1174+

PIL (9)
Benson
Cleveland
Franklin
Grant
Jefferson
Lincoln
Madison
Roosevelt
Wilson

Metro (8)
Aloha
Beaverton
Jesuit
New Beaverton
Southridge
Sunset
Westview
Sherwood

Mt. Hood (8)
Barlow
Centennial
Central Catholic
David Douglas
Gresham
Hermiston
Reynolds
Sandy

Three Rivers (8)
Clackamas
Lake Oswego
Lakeridge
St. Mary’s
Oregon City
Tigard
Tualatin
West Linn

Valley Mountain (10)
Bend
McKay
McNary
Mountain View
North Salem
South Salem
Sprague
Summit
West Albany
West Salem

Southwest (8)
North Medford
South Medford
South Eugene
Roseburg
Sheldon
Grants Pass
Thurston
Willamette

New Conference (8)
Canby*
Century
Forest Grove
Glencoe
Hillsboro
Liberty
McMinnville
Newberg
* or other like school.

New Conference Rationale:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Joins schools that are more alike in enrollment and poverty numbers.
Allows Hillsboro Schools to be in the same league together.
Provides Hillsboro Schools with opportunity to be competitive in league play.
Helps keep 5A leagues at an optimal 8 member size.
Prevents “mega leagues” of +10 members.
Provides Forest Grove with less travel and less missed class time.
Good proximity for Newberg and McMinnville.
Provides Canby with more competitive balance than Three Rivers.

4A Classification - 590 - 1173

Northwest Oregon (8)
Gladstone
La Salle Prep
Milwaukee
Parkrose
Putnam
Scappoose
St. Helens
Wilsonville

Mid-Willamette (8)
Cascade
Central
Dallas
Molalla
Silverton
Stayton
Sweet Home
Woodburn

Southern Oregon (8)
Ashland
Crater
Eagle Point
Klamath Union
Marshfield
North Bend
Phoenix
Cottage Grove

Midwestern (8)
Churchill
Corvallis
Marist
Crescent Valley
Lebanon
North Eugene
South Albany
Springfield

Intermountain (7)
Crook County
Hood River Valley
Madras
Pendleton
Redmond
Ridgeview
The Dalles

3A, 2A and 1A - Unchanged from OSAA 5 Class Proposal on 11/18/16

Statewide Football Plan
In order to achieve optimal football equity within this 5 class proposal, there would be
multi-leveled football leagues formed. This would allow football programs within the same
classification to play at different levels depending on the recent success and health of their
programs. We encourage the development of an annual review to place football teams into
these leagues. This could happen at the league level with predetermined criteria that allows
leagues to decide which schools play in which football levels. We are hoping for further
conversation and input on the development of a football plan that further levels teams
based on equity first and then proximity and overall enrollment.

